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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
HON BILL JOHNSTON’S COMMENTS 

Statement 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [6.20 pm]: I will not take much 
of the house’s time tonight. Before I get onto the point I want to raise this evening, I want to respond to 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan’s personal explanation today. I went through all of this last Thursday with regard to her 
involvement with Carnegie, so I will not start that again. I will say that Hon Alannah MacTiernan was a director 
of Energy Made Clean. Carnegie bought Energy Made Clean. I want to make that perfectly clear. I am very 
conscious of the fact that she was not a director of Carnegie. I am very conscious of the fact, however, that she 
was a director of Energy Made Clean. I made that quite clear last Thursday. 
The point I want to raise today is with regard to standing order 45 of the Legislative Council. It is headed 
“Imputations and personal reflections”, and it states — 

All imputations of improper motives and all personal reflections on members shall be considered highly 
disorderly. 

We adhere to that standing order in most instances—not all the time. Having said that, I was made aware last night 
that a member of the lower house—the other place—has made some accusations about me. Those comments were 
made during consideration in detail of the Occupational Safety and Health Amendment Bill 2017. I had a look at 
the comments made by the honourable member and saw that it was a very heated debate, and it got quite personal, 
not about me, but about the circumstances surrounding the resignation of the former Road Safety Commissioner. 
The debate had nothing to do with me whatsoever. However, all of a sudden, my name popped up. The comments 
really disappointed and surprised me, particularly coming from the person they came from, Hon Bill Johnston. 
Hon Bill Johnston stated — 

On 30 August 2013, all those members who were here remember the tabling of the report from the 
Public Sector Commissioner who looked at the bullying and intimidation by Hon Peter Collier against 
Ruth Shean. 

He also stated to the Acting Speaker at the time — 
I am not trying to canvass your ruling, I am getting back to the bill. The report that landed on the table 
over there in 2013 was about a bullying case by Hon Peter Collier against a senior public servant. 

I flatly refute that accusation by Hon Bill Johnston. Never on any occasion has an accusation of bullying been 
levelled against me—never. Never on any occasion has a report been completed with regard to possible bullying 
on my part. I have never been accused of bullying. It is nonsense. It is absolute rubbish. 
I found those comments highly offensive, particularly when we consider Legislative Assembly standing order 92, 
which actually goes further than our standing order on this matter. It is headed “Imputations and personal reflections”, 
and it states — 

Imputations of improper motives and personal reflections on the Sovereign, the Governor, a judicial 
officer or members of the Assembly or the Council are disorderly other than by substantive motion. 

Those comments were not made during debate on a substantive motion. They were made in the heat of a debate. 
I do not know why on earth Hon Bill Johnston made those accusations. They are simply not true. If the honourable 
member thinks that they are true, I challenge that honourable member to come forward with the evidence. 
I challenge Hon Bill Johnston to speak to Ruth Shean and Mal Wauchope, and they will confirm that the 
allegations that he made last night were absolutely false. Hon Bill Johnston might be a member of the other place 
and he has the protection of this great institution of ours, but he cannot use the protection of this institution of ours 
to make allegations that are completely and absolutely false. 
The only reason I have raised this matter is that these comments were made in the other place. I was made aware 
of them from some of my colleagues. I do glance through Hansard, but I obviously would not have been made 
aware of them were it not for my colleagues. The allegations that Hon Bill Johnston made in the other place last 
night with regard to purported bullying on my part are completely and absolutely false. I refute them, and I ask 
him to withdraw them. 
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